Under the Pai 




PTO/SB/30 (09-04) 
Approved for use through 07/31 /2QQ6fdMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERC 



Continued Examination (RCE) 
Transmittal 

Address to: 
Mail Stop RCE 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Application Number 


10/082,326 


Filing Date 


February 26, 2002 


First Named Inventor 


I. URATANI et al. 


Art Unit 


2141 


Examiner Name 


K. D. Shingles 


Attorney Docket Number 


NIT-332 



This is a Request for continued examination ^nucj unuer o# w.r.n. 9 .. . -r,^" v . Q 

Request for Continued Examination (RCE) practice under 37 CFR 1.114 does not apply to any utility or plant application filed prior to June 8, 

1995 or to any design application. See Instruction Sheet for RCEs (not to be submitted to the U SPTO) on page 2. 

- — (' Subm i S si on required under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .1 14 1 Note: If the RCE is proper, any previously filed unentered amendments and 
amendments enc l osed wi h the UC\z wi ll be enterecf in the order in which they were filed unless applicant instructs otherwise. If 
.. . , : ~..~iv, nn^tnrnH .monHmpnt/^ entered, ann cant must reauest non-entry of such 



amendments enc osed with tne Hut win De enierea in me uiuei m wmuu uicy w^.c ~» 

applicant does not wish to have any previously filed unentered amendment(s) entered, applicant must request non-entry of such 
amendment(s). 

a. □ Previously submitted. If a final Office action is outstanding, any amendments filed after the final Office action may be 

considered as a submission even if this box is not checked. 

i □ Consider the arguments in the Appeal Brief or Reply Brief previously filed on 

ii O Other 

b. Enclosed 

i 13 Amendment/Reply ^ □ Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) 

ii □ Affidavit(s)/Declaration(s) iv. [3 Other 



Miscellaneous! 



3. 



[iyjlsuciianwuo| 

a □ Suspension of action on the above-identified application is requested under 37 C.F.R. §1.1 03(c) for a 
period Of months. (Period of suspension shall not exceed 3 months; Fee under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .17(.) required) 

b. O Other 

_ ^ _ -* a a u. flweyzasfc jaddoi 00889970 10082326 

|r^3 The RCE fee under 37 C.F.R. § 1.17 (e) is required by 37 C.F.R. § 1.114 when HtiTOffiW. 

a. [3 The Director is hereby authorized to charge the following fees, or credit any o$&r$£tfMs, to 

Deposit Account No. 50-1417. 

i ^ RCE fee required under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .17 (e) 

ii □ Extension of time fee (37 C.F.R. §§ 1.136 and 1.17) 

iii [H Other 

b. Check in the amount of $ enclosed 
C. ^ Payment by credit card (Form PTO-2038 enclosed) 

WARNING: Information on this form may become public. Credit ^ard Information sh ould not 
be included on this form. Provide credit card information and authorization on PTO-2038. — 



790,00 



SIGN A TORE OF APPLICANT, ATTORNEY, OR AGENT REQUIRED 



Name (Print/Type) 



r CERTIFICATE OfUaLiNG 



Registration No. (Attorney/Agent) | 35,061 



Date 



January 6, 2006 



CERTIFIC A TE OF MAILING OR TRA NSMISSIQN 

Trademark Office on the date shown below. — 



Name (Print/Type) 



Date 



— m 7 : iron hw ^7 cfr 1 114 The information is requ ired to obtain or retain a benefit by the public wh.ch is to f.le (and by the 

This collection of information is required by f 37 , ? FR J_ J^I ^ C 1 22 and 37 CFR 1 14 This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, 
USPTO to process) an application. Confident. a hty is governed b V » ^.SjC. 1^ ^J^o^'^^^r^ng upon the individual case. Any comments 
including gathering, preparing, submitting the co» information Officer, U.S. Patent 

::x:zTr^ ?™ FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO TH,S 

ADDRESS ™END TO: Mail Stop RCE, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 



V 



Form PTO-1083 

In RE application of I. URATANI et 
Serial No.: 10/082,326 

For: STORAGE SYSTEM 




Patent 

Case Docket No. NIT-332 

Group Art Unit: 2141 
Examiner: K. Shingles 



Assistant Comissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Transmitted herewith is an Amendment in the above-identified application. 

□ Small entity of this application under 37 CFR 1 .9 and 1 .27 has been established by a verified statement 
previously submitted. 

□ A verified statement to establish small entity status under 37 CFR 1 .9 and 1 .27 is enclosed. 

[3 No additional fee is required. 

The fee has been calculated as shown below: 





(Col. 1) 




(Col. 2) 


(Col. 3) 




Claims 
Remaining 
After 




Highest No. 
Previously 
Paid For 


Present 
Extra 




Amendment 








Total 


15 


Minus 


20 


0 


Indep. 


** 3 


Minus 


*** 3 


0 


I I First presentation of Multiple Dependent Claims 



SMALL ENTITY 



Rate 


Additional 




Fee 


X25 


$ 


X 100 


$ 


X 180 


$ 


Total 


$ 



OR 



OR 



OTHER THAN A 
SMALL ENTITY 


Rate 


Addditional 
Fee 


X50 


$ 


X200 


$ 


X360 


$ 


Total 


$0 



If the entry in Col. 1 is less than the entry in Col. 2. write -0" in col. 3. 

If the "Highest Number Previously Paid For IN THIS SPACE is less than 20, write 20 in this space. 
If the "Highest Number Previously Paid For" IN THIS SPACE is less than 3, write '3 in this space. 
The 'Highest Number Previously Paid For (Total or Independent) is the highest number found from 
the equivalent box in Col. 1 of a prior Amendment or the number of claims originally filed. 



| | Please charge my Deposit Account No. 50-1417 in the amount of $_ 



is attached (for a Request for 



A Credit Card Payment Form in the amount of $$790.00 — 
Continued Examination). 

□ The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge payment of the following fees associated with this 
communication or credit any overpayments to Deposit Account No. 50-1417. 

[>3 Any filing fees under 37 CFR 1 .16 for the presentation of extra claims. 

Any patent application processing fees under 37 CFR 1 .17. 

Any Extension of Time fees that are necessary, which are hereby requested if necessary. 



Mattingly, Stanger, Malur& Brundidge, P.C. 
1800 Diagonal Road, Suite 370 
Alexandria, Virginia 22312 
Tel: (703) 684-1120 
Fax: (703) 684-1157 



By:. 



Colin D. Barnitz, Reg. No. 35, 061 
Attorney for Applicant(s) 



Date: January 6. 2006 



